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the great man who wrote them, and he consistently refused to acknowledge their authorship.    The two first, " L'Heritiere de Birague " and " Jean-Louis," were written with the collaboration of M. Auguste le Poitevin de 1'Egreville, who took the name of VieUergl£,  while Balzac   adopted  that  of  Lord R'hoone, an anagram of Honore', so that these two novels are signed with both pseudonyms.*    It is amusing to find that the sage Honore', in 1820, prudently discourages a passing fancy on the part of his sister Laurence for his collaborator, by remarking that writers are very bad partis, though he hastens  to add that he only means this from a pecuniary point of view!    Laure, at Bayeux, is made useful as an amateur advertising agent, and is carefully told that, though she is to talk about the novels a great deal, she is never to lend her copies to any one, because people must buy the books to read them.    " L'Heritiere "  brought in about £32, and "Jean-Louis" £53, unfortunately both in bills at long date ; but it was the first money   Honore'   had ever   earned,   and   he   was
* See "Une Page perdue de Honore de Balzac/' by the Vicomte de Spoelberch. de Lovenjoul.riter.
